FELICITY BAKER

Nationality (dual): Australian and British

Education:

University of Sydney: BA, French and Italian 1958-61

University of Paris: commencement of research on Rousseau 1962-64

University of Geneva: research supervisor Professor Jean Starobinski 1964-67

Docteur-ès-Lettres: doctorate based on publications 2003

Academic posts:

— Teaching Fellow, University of Sydney, 1962

— Lecturer, Department of Romance Languages, University of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia USA 1967-1969

— Lecturer 1969, Senior Lecturer 1990, Reader 1994-2005, Department of  French, University College London

Present academic affiliation: Reader Emeritus in French, University College London

Teaching:

French literature of the 18th and 20th centuries; esp. the question of humanity in Montesquieu, Rousseau, Diderot; Leiris, Lévi-Strauss, Duras, Bataille, Blanchot. 

Supervision of MA and PhD theses on topics in the 18th and/or 20th centuries.

Research subjects:

— Rousseau’s contractual thinking in the Late Enlightenment and its significance today 

— Lorenzo Da Ponte’s libretto for Mozart’s Don Giovanni: poetic representation of anti-

contractual features of the pre-Revolutionary moment.

Work in progress:

— Le don, le dépôt et la citoyenneté: lectures anthropologiques de Rousseau
— Don Giovanni’s reasons and the dream of the spectator
Selected publications:

— Rousseau:

‘Remarques sur la notion de depôt’, Annales de la Société J.-J. Rousseau, 37. Geneva 1971, pp.57-93

‘La peine de mort dans le Contrat social’, Rousseau et le 18e siècle, 9, ed. M. Hobson, J. Leigh, R. Wokler. Oxford 1992, 157-183. English translation ‘Eternal vigilance: Rousseau’s death penalty’, Rousseau and liberty, ed. R. Wokler. Manchester 1995, 152-185

‘Rousseau and the colonies’, 18th-Century life, 22, 1, ed. R. Maccubbin. Baltimore, 1998, 172-189.

‘Autobiography as non-fiction: Rousseau’s story of the death of Claude Anet’, The 18th Century: theory and interpretation, 41,2. Lubbock, Texas, 2000, pp.141-159

‘Portrait of the object of love in Rousseau’s Confessions’, Representations of the self from the Renaissance to Romanticism, ed. P. Coleman, J. Kowalik, J. Lewis. Cambridge, 2000,171-199

‘La sexualité et l’exclusion chez Rousseau’, Etudes Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 14-15, ed. T. L’Aminot. Montmorency, 2005, 65-93

— Da Ponte:

‘Lorenzo Da Ponte’s witticisms: the implication of Jewish identity in the Memorie’, Italian Autobiography from Vico to Alfieri, supplement to The Italianist 17, ed. J. Lindon. London, 1997, pp.42-79

‘The figures of hell in the Don Giovanni libretto’, Words about Mozart, Boydell, 2005

‘L’arbore di Diana: José II como el dios del amor’, Actas del congreso internacional “Los siete mundos de Vicente Martín y Soler”, ed. D. Link, L. Waisman. Valencia, Instituto Valenciano de la Musica (Generalitat Valenciana) 2010, 265-27

Papers read at conferences (selection):

1984 ‘Cross-References: modern French theory and the practice of criticism’. French Embassy and Westfield College Colloquium, London, 1984. ‘The radical poetry of Don Giovanni’

1984 ‘Music at Oxenfoord’ Summer School for Singers, Scotland. Paper on the humanity of Don Giovanni.

1995 ‘Life Studies’, colloquium funded by National Endowment for the Humanities at the University of California Los Angeles, Clark Memorial Library and Center for 17th and 18th Century Studies. Paper on Rousseau’s Confessions
1996 ‘Margins and Metropolis, 1660-1830’, International Conference, Australian National Library and the Humanities Research Centre at the Australian National University, Canberra. Key speaker, paper on Rousseau’s Discours sur l’inégalité

1996 University of London School of Advanced Studies, Institute of Romance Studies, ‘The Mirror of Narcissus: Italian autobiography from Vico to Da Ponte and Alfieri’. Paper on ‘The indirect veracity of some passages in Da Ponte’s Memorie’

1998 Modern Languages Research Seminar, University of Birmingham. Paper on Da Ponte documents in the Venice State Archive, ‘Literary censorship and persecution in the last days of the Venetian Republic’

1999 Cambridge University, 18th Century French Literature research seminar. ‘Gift and counter-gift in Rousseau’s writing’

1999 ‘Feminism and the Enlightenment, 1650-1850: a comparative history’ research project directed by Barbara Taylor, London, section ‘Enlightenment Sexualities’. Paper on Rousseau’s portrayal of Mme de Warens in the Confessions 

2000 Geneva University, 18th Century Study Group in Modern French, Faculté des Lettres. ‘Portrait du citoyen dans le Contrat social’ 

2001 ‘Culture and authority in the Baroque’, colloquium of the Center for 17th and 18th Century Studies and Clark Memorial Library, University of California Los Angeles, section ‘Poetry and wonder’. ‘The poetic force of the word bizzarro in Don Giovanni’  

2001 Paris, 17th-18th Century French Literature Study Group of the Centre National de la Recherche scientifique and University of Paris-Sorbonne. ‘L’avènement de la citoyenneté dans le Contrat social’ 

2006 University of Valencia, International Conference ‘Els mons de Vicente Martín y Soler’. Paper on Da Ponte’s libretto L’arbore di Diana                                  

Translations from French into English:

— Claude Lévi-Strauss, Introduction to the work of Marcel Mauss, London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1987.

— Rolf Reichardt and Hubertus Kohle, Visualizing the Revolution: politics and pictorial arts in late 18th-century France, London: Reaktion Books, 2008 (translations of 18th and 19th century French texts cited, and of the captions and ‘balloon’ texts in revolutionary propaganda prints, caricatures and popular allegorical drawings)

Journal: 

Co-founder of the Modern Critical Theory Group 1980 and co-editor of its journal Paragraph (published in those years by Oxford University Press) 1982-88

Research Seminar: 

Founder and co-ordinator of seminar ‘Enlightenment and Post-Modernism’, for my postgraduate supervisees past and present, 1996-2000 

Scholarships and awards:

— University Medal and Sydney University Travelling Scholarship 1962-64

— Swiss Government Scholarship 1964-67

— University of London Central Research Fund Grant to study Rousseau manuscripts in Geneva and Neuchâtel, 1974

— Leverhulme Foundation Grant in aid of research on Rousseau and contract, 1979-80

— British Academy research grant to study Lorenzo Da Ponte documents in the Venice State Archive, 1993

— British Arts and Humanities Research Board research leave to complete project on Rousseau’s contractual thinking, 2002-3

